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UNION MINISTER of Environ-
ment, Forestand Climate Change
Prakash Javadekar on Saturday
said that hisministry's jobis con-
servation of panchtatva (Earth,
Water, Agni or fire, Vayu or Air,
and Akash or sky), and that the
Centre will work with the slogan
of plantation and growing of trees
and sustainable use of produce.
Speaking as chief guestat the
convocation ceremony of Forest
Research Institute in Dehradun,

INDIAN EXPRESS
8 September,

‘Moving ahead towards a transparent life’

Prakash Javadekar at the
convocation. Virender Singh Negi

Javadekar said, “What had not
happened in 1,000 years has
happened in the past 100 years.
Progress of scence and changes
in life. And what had not hap-

2019

pened in the past 100 years has
happened in the past 10 years
and this is continuing.” He con-
tinued, “lam saying thisis anex-
citing time because transparency
in the system is coming during
Modiji's stint as Prime Minister.
We are moving ahead in the di-
rection of a transparent life.
Because of this, the image of the
forest department that was not
very good is also changing.”

The minister said that
foresters have been given smart-
phones with an application that
records whether each of them
has walked at least 10 km every

day. “New accountability is be-
ing set,” he said.

India has 24 per cent tree
cover and 15,000 sg km tree
cover has increased in the past
five years, he said, adding that 77
percent of the world's tigers are
in India, the country has 30,000
elephants and 2,000 rhinoceros.

Speaking about the Centre's
policies, Javadekar stressed that
rules and regulations need to be
framed so that people encourage
tree planting. He said that by ens-
uring adequate food and waterin
the forests, the problem of man-
armimal conflict can be tackled.
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Encourage common people to
plant trees: Prakash Javadekar

By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 7 Sep: Forest
Research Institute (FRI) Deemed to be
University celebrated its 5th
Convocation, today, in the
Convocation Hall of FRI.

Prakash Javadekar, Union
Environment, Forests and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC),. and
Information & Broadcasting Minister,
was the Chief Guest on the occasion.
Siddhanta Das, Director General of
Forests and Special Secretary,
attended the function as Special
Guest. The ceremony started with the
arrival of the academic procession
comprising the Chief Guest, Special
Guest, Chancellor, Vice Chancellor
and members of the Academic
Council led by Registrar, Dr AK
Tripathi.

At the outset, Dr SC Gairola,
Chancellor of the University and DG,
ICFRE; declared the convocation
open. Thereafter, AS Rawat, Vice-
Chancellor of the University and
Director, FRI, welcomed the
dignitaries, special invitees, students
and their parents and all present. He
presented a report on the university
mentioning the accomplishments and
future aspirations to become the first-

rank forestry based Research -

University in the world with focused
action plan to meet the challenges of
forestry and related areas. He further
affirmed the commitment of the
universily to promoting all round
development of the students and to
confribute significantly to the sphere
of knowledge.

Alfogether, 315 degrees including
62 PhD and 253 MSc were conferred
in different disciplines and
programmes. of forestry. Nine gold
medals were awarded to the toppers

dr MSc courses, namely Nidhi,
Oindrila Basu - Shabnam

Bandyopadhyay (I orestry); Ajin -
- planting for Wthh he gave the slogan

Sekhar, Mitinam Jamoh (Environment
Management), Priya Bisht, Subrata
Pal (Wood Science & Technology);

Vijya Kumar, and Gursrmaran Kaur

Bagga (Cellulose and Paper
technology).

/\ddressmg the gathenng, Chief
Guest Prakash Javadekar recalled the
sacrifice of the local peoplein saving
trees and underlined the role of

peoples’ participation in forestand .-
wild life conservation. He talked about g
the approaches like social forestry and

agroforestry and awareness

generation among schoof students :
through raising nurseries in the school
premises for increasing tree coverin

Plant Trees, Grow Trees, and Use

; Trees’ which has been brought into

practice in species like bamboo.
Javadekar stated that by ensuring the
availability of adequate food and

Aw.atervinvthe forests, the problem of

man-animal conflict could effectively
be tackled.

the country. The efforts made durmg e r

the last five years have resulted in
increase of tree cover up to 15,000
sq. kms, he claimed. Narrating the
policies of the Government of India,
Javadekar stressed that the rules and

_‘ forests a

generatron and water conservation
had become the top agenda of the
contemporary ~ management
strategies, Speaking about the impact

* Yojana’ implemented in Rajasths
“he mentioned that due to the schen

 thelastfour years. Water conservation
~He called upon the -
awardees to respect the values while

S he added

of ‘Pradhanmantri Jal Swaval ICFRE employees, implementation
of green skill development
programme of the ministry,
preparation of DPR for
rejuvenation of 13 major rivers
through forestry interventions,
national REDD + strategy 2018, in
line with the national priorities. Ile .=~
further stated that ICFRE had taken
important steps in re-vitalisation of
{orestry education in India. MOUs
had been signed with international
orgamsaﬁons mcludmg UmVersrtgr

ETL
there was a significant rise of 4.2 feet
in the water table in just four years.
Water conservation significantly
impacts the food chain thus
contributing to wildlife conservation
as evidenced from the increase in tiger
population from 2226 to 2967 during

was imperative in attaining the target
of 2.5-3.0 billion ton of carbon
sequestration. It needed to be kept in
mind that the hmber ind other forest
produce were the byproducts while
the main forest produce was water,

In his address ChancellorDr 3
SC Gairola talked about some of
the important initiatives of the
ICFRE like preparatic :
National Forestry Research Plan- :
(NFRP) for the. country,‘
Extension Strate
HRD Plan for capacity buildi

r

e
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FRI Unlvers1ty celebrates Sth Convocation

DEHRADUN,SEpPT
7(/1TNS) Forest Research |
Institute (FRI) Deemed to

be University, Dehradun
celebrated their = 5th
Convocation on September

7 in the Convocation Ha]l ;

of FRIL
Prakash Javadekar,

Union Minister for Ministry - {

of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), “and
Information &
Broadcasting,Govt.of India
was the
Siddhanta Das, Director
General of Forests and

Special Secretary, Govt. of

India, MoEF&CC attended

the function as Special

Guest. ' The ceremony
started with the arrival of

the academit procession”
comprising of the Chief

Guest, Special Guest
Chancellor, Vice Chancello!
and members of th
Academic Council led
Registrar, Dr. A.K. Tripa

At the outset, Dr. S.L.

Gairola, Chancellor of
University and DG, ICFRE
declared the convocation
open. ;

Thereafter, A.S. Rawat, -

Vice-chancellor of the
University and Director, FRI
welcomed the dignitaries,
special invitees, “students
and their parents
presented a report. of the
university mentioning the
acconiplishments “and
future aspirations of the

university to become: the .

first-rank forestry based

Research University in the

world with focused action

plan to meet the challenges

of forestry and related
-.areas.

He further affirmed the
commrtment of athe
university to promote all
round development of the

students and to contribute

sionificantly to the sphere
of knowledge-

Chief Guest.

and .

Altogether 315 degrees

« “including 62 Ph.D. and 253

M.Sc. were conferred in
different disciplines and

* programmes of forestry.

Nine gold medals were

awarded to the toppers of

M.Sc. courses namely
Nidhi, Oindrila Basu,
Shabnam Bandyopadhyay
(Forestry); Ajin
Sekhar, Mitinam Jamoh
(‘E'nivition m e nt
Management), Priya Bisht,
Subrata Pal (Wood Science
& -~ Technology); Vijya

- Kumar, Gursimaran Kaur

- Bagga (Cellulose and Paper
technology).
~ Addressing
- gathering, the chlef guest
Prakash Javadel\ar
‘recapitulated the profound
memory of the sacrifice of
the local people in saving
trees and underlined the
role of
participation in forest and
wild life. conservation. He
talked = dbout the

approaches like™ social -
forestry -and agroforestry

and awareness generation
among school students
through raising nursery in
the school premises for

" increasing tree cover in the

country.

“the

peoples’,

The efforts made
during the last five years
have resulted in increase of
tree cover upto 15,000 sq.
km. g

Narrating the policies of
the Govt. ‘of India,
" wvadekar stressed that the

rules and regulations need !

to framed in stich a manner

that the common people -

could come forward to

* encourage tree planting for

which he gave a slogan
‘Plant Tree, Grow Free, and
Use Tree’ which has been
brought into practice in
species like bamboo.
Javadekar stated that by

-ensuring the availability of

adequate food and water in,

the forests, the problem of -
man-animal conflict can-

.effecuvely be tackled
He called upon. the

awardees to respect the -
values while working:y with
~most modermn, technoloores‘

and systems.
Speaking as the, specxal

guest of the ceremony, .

Siddhanta Das stated that

the country is witnessing a,
2 paradlom shift in pnormes
forest i

of SClentlflC

! manaoement

Contrary to the earlrer
priorities like t‘lmberﬂgnd non

. el

wood forést products, now/|
conservation of torests and
wildlife, livelihood!
generation, ‘and water |
wnsuvatlon have become
the top agenda of the
contemporary m'lnagement
strategies. ;

In his address, Dr. S.C.
Gairola, Chancellor of the
umversxty talked about
some of the important

initiatives of the ICERE like * -

preparation of second

National Forestry.Research -
Plan (NFRP) for the country, .

Forestry Extension
Strategy Action Plan; HRD

.Plan for capacity building

of ICFRE employee,
implementation of green
skill dcvclopment
programime of the ministry,

preparation of DPR for

rejuvenation of 13 major
rivers through forestry
intervenfions, national
REDD+ strategy 2018, in

line’ with the national

priorities.
The convoeanon was
declared closed by/the

: "Chancellor of FRI Deemed
"to-be University and the

programme ended with the
vote of thanks proposed by

Dr. H.S. Ginwal, Deam, FRI

Reemed to be University.
A B O e

a
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Foresters asked to work
towards green cover

HT Correspondent
» letter@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Encouraging young
foresters to follow the policy of
“plant trees, grow trees and use
trees”, union minister for envi-
ronment, forest and climate
change Prakash Javadekar on
Saturday felicitated over 300 can-
didates at the Forest Research
Institute here.

The minister was attending
the5th convocation ceremony of
the Forest Research Institute.

“I congratulate all those who
have graduated today. You all
have worked very hard to reach
thestage whereyouare right now
andIwanttoencourage youall to
work to preserveourforestsand
worktowardsincreasingthe for-
est cover in the country,” said
union minister whileaddressing
the ceremony.

Theminister conferred doctor-
ates to 62 candidates in various

JAVADEKAR ALSO
STRESSED ON THE NEED
FOR PROMOTING SOCIAL
AND AGROFORESTRY IN

pedeli o Ll I

disciplines of Forestry and 253
candidates were conferred with
Masters of Science degrees in
Forestry, Wood Science & Tech-
nology, Environment Manage-
ment and Cellulose and Paper
technology during the convoca-
tion. Nine candidates were also
given gold medals for outstand-
ing performance.

The union minister also
stressed on the need for promot-
ing social and agroforestry in a
sustainable manner, while work-
ingwith the ground level staffand
those wholive nearforestareas.

“Ecological value of forests is
tremendous for any country. In
thepastfive yearstreecoverhas

increased by 15,000 sq kilometres
in the country and wehavebeen
the pioneer country inincreasing
tree coverin the world. We have
to continue working like this,”
said Javadekar.

Siddhantha Das, director gen-
eral of forests, stressed on the
need for conservation of watertc
protect forests in the country.
“Degradation of forestsisamajor
reasonforso manyflood like situ-
ations across the country. The
surface layer of soil gets washed
away and water does not perco-
latedown,” said Das.

Meanwhile, the minister also
visited Wildlife Institute of India
and chaired the 23rd Annual Gen-
eral Meet of the Wildlife Society.
During themeeting, theminister
asked scientistsat theinstitute tc
conduct more research on how
human-animal conflict can be
reduced, especially focusing on
therising cases ofleopardsenter-
inghuman habitats.
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Javédekar

Country sees increase of 15,000 sq km tree cover:

Minister takes part in convocation

He said ICFRE have taken

Das said that by success-
important steps in re-vitalisa-

fully implementing the
‘Pradhanmantri

the problem of man-animal
conflict can effectively be

at FRI, gives slogan ‘Plant Tree,
Grow Tree, and Use Tree’

PNS B DEHRADUN

he Union Minister of

Environment, forests and
climate change Prakash
Javadekar said that due to the
efforts made during the last five
years, the country has wit-
nessed an increase of 15,000 sq
km tree cover.

He was addressing a con-
vocation ceremony at Forest
Research Institute (FRI),
Deemed to be University, here
on Saturday.

He said that the approach-
es like social forestry and agro-

forestry and awareness gener-
ation among school students
through raising nursery on the
school premises are responsi-
ble for increase in the tree cover
in the country.

Javadekar opined that the
rules and regulations need to
framed in such a manner that
the common people could
come forward to encourage
tree planting.

Giving a slogan ‘Plant Tree,
Grow Tree, and Use Tre€, the
Minister said that by ensuring
the availability of adequate
food and water in the forests,

&

tackled.

He said that as cutting of
trees is banned in India, the
country has to import
wood worth 40,000 crore
every year.

Addressing the gathering,
the Director General of Forests
(DGF) and Special Secretary,
Siddhanta Das said the coun-
try is witnessing a paradigm
shift in priorities of scientific
forest management.

He said that contrary to the
earlier priorities like timber and
non wood forest products, now
conservation of forests and
wildlife, livelihood generation,
and water conservation have
become the top agenda of the
contemporary management
strategies.

i

Jal
Swavalamban Yojana' in
Rajasthan, a significant rise of
4.2 feet of water table in just
four years has occurred.

He added that water con-
servation is imperative in
attaining the target of 2.5-3.0
billion ton of carbon seques-
tration.

In his address, the chan-
cellor of the university and
Director General of ICFRE, Dr
S C Gairola, talked about some
of the important initiatives of
the ICFRE like preparation of
second National Forestry
Research Plan (NFRP) for the
country and preparation of
DPR for rejuvenation of 13
major rivers through forestry
interventions.

tion of forestry education in
India.

THE CONVOCATION

The ceremony started with
a majestic academic procession.
A total of 315 degrees includ-
ing 62 PhD and 253 Master of
Science (MSc) were conferred
in differeni disciplines and
programmes of ferestry.

In the convocation gold
medals were awarded to the
Nidhi, Oindrila Basu, Shabnam
Bandyopadhyay (Forestry),
Ajin Sekhar, Mitinam Jamoh
(Environment Management),
Priya Bisht, Subrata Pal (Wood
Science and Technology), Vijya
Kumar, Gursimaran Kaur
Ba%lga (Cellulose and Paper
technology). 5

13
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will give aid for
_ FRI renovation,
says Javadekar

‘\ Sukanta Mukherjee

Shivani.Azad@timesgroup.com

Dehradun: Union minister Prakash Javade-
karon Saturday gave hisnodfor the renovation
andrestoration of anew Forest Research Insti-
tute (FRI) building and assured financial help
for the same. Theminister made theannounce-
ment while addressing the fifth convocation of
the Forest Research Institute, which is a
deemed to be university. ;

The minister, however, maintained that the
aestheticvalue of thebuildingshouldn’tbe fid-
dled with. “The natural beauty of the building
shouldn’t be changed and any patchwork
shouldn’t be visible. This building is over 100-
year-old and it requires some strengthening
but its aesthetics should be retained.” Experts
have estimated a preliminary expenditure of
Rs10crore for the project. ¢

Earlier, a panel of scientists from CBRI and
expert engineers from CPWD had submitted
their report, raising concerns regarding the
threat to the FRI building from natural calami-
ties, before the ministry.

Javadekar also remembered the 18th centu-
ryBishnoimovement inRajasthanon theocca-
sion. “As we pay obeisance to those who made
supreme sacrifice for saving our forests, FRI
must remember the Bishnois, who sacrificed
their lives in 1730 AD while trying to protect
' Khejri trees (Prosopis cineraria) then,” said
the Union minister.

The minister urged people to plant more
trees adding that the government intends to
promote agro-forestry in the country. “Plant
Tree, Grow Tree, and Use Tree — IS our new
agenda,” Javadekar added, Healsopromisedto
launch the School Nursery scheme in schools
to help students develop a bond with nature
saying that the drive will help the nation re-
duce its carbon footprint.

A total of 315 degrees in different disci-
plines and programmes of forestry (62 PhD.
J and 253 MSc degrees) were conferred to stu-

dents in the ceremony. DG (forests) Siddhanta
Dasalsoattended the eventas the special guest,

o
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