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DEHRADUN, 5 Jul: Forest
Research Institute organised a one-

day ‘First Consultation Meeting of

- Uttarakhand on DPR Preparation .

B g e

for Rejuvenation of Yamuna River T

through Forestry Interventions’ for

the State, today, atits Convocahon'_

, Hall here.

i The meetrng was organlsed
- under the project sanctioned by
ICFRE and MoEFCC. Experts from

1ITs, National Institute of Hydrology,
stitute of Remote Sensing,

"’Indlan' !

‘Soil Conservation, State Forest
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B He said that the DPR of Yamuna
- 'Re]uvenatmn through Forestry
Interventions wou ld be prepated by

March 2020.

Momsh Mulllck MD

- Uttarakhand Forest Development |
Corporation, mentioned the details
of forestry intervention for the
¥ Yamuna. Various experts expressed_j

] then' wewsen cleanmg the Yam]_' na
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Department of Uttarakhand,
Pollution Control Boardand NGOs Kum
parhcnpated in the meeting and Scwntlst G & PTO] ect Coordmator
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task of rejuvenating 9 majo
of indta by usi ng new te chne legtes .
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YAMUNA REJUVENATION

‘Mitigating soil erosion,
stopping effluents key

» letters@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: Major challenges in
rejuvenating the Yamuna river
are stoppingflow of effluentsinto
Itand arresting soil erosionnear
1t, experts said here on Friday.

Expertsfromdifferent depart-
ments gathered at Forest
Research Institute (FRI) herefor
“Consultation meeting for Uttar-
akhand in detailed project report
(DPR)preparationforrejuvena-
tion of Yamuna River through
forestry interventions”.

FRI has been tasked with pre-
paring the DPRfor Yamunareju-
venation on the lines of Ganga
rejuvenation by the Centre.

It has to submit the report by
March 2020 for which it is study-
ing the forestry intervention
aspects in seven states -- Uttara-
khand, Delhi, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Himachal
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh --
wheretheriverflows.

Monish Mullick, managing
director of Uttarakhand State
Forest Development Corpora-
tion, said: “Yamunaisone of the
importantriversflowinginnorth
India on which millions of people
are depended for various pur-
poses.” “The purity of Yamuna
river remainsintact tillitflowsin
Uttarakhand after originating
from Yamunotriin state.”
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“Assoonitentersplain areasit
1S no more ariver but a sewage
drain. Beforerejuvenatingit, one
needs tofirst stop flowing of efflu-
entsintoitandsoilerosion,” said
Mullick, who was present at the
meeting.

Hesaid torejuvenatetheriver,
1ts “uninterrupted and unpol-
luted flow hastobe assured”.

Dinesh Sharma, project co-or-
dinator and scientist at FRI, said
there were three areas “forest
areas, citles and agricultural
areas near theriver where steps
for rejuvenation are tobe imple-
mented”.

“Fortherejuvenation, planta-
tion of indigenous species of
shrubs, trees and plants, motivat-
Ingfarmersto stop use of fertilis-
ersand pesticides, implementing

. Experts at the meetmg in Dehradun on Frlday
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agro-forestry plantation models,
implementing low-cost models
for riverfront development and
development of eco-parks could
be recommended for the pur-
pose,” he said.

Sharma said, “Controlling
invasive weeds and low-cost soil
and moisture conservation mod-
els to stop the flow of silt in the
river.”

Termingthe project animpor-
tantone, FRIdirector Arun Singh
Rawat said, “FRI has conducted
meetings with departments con-
cerned of UP, MP, Rajasthan and
Himachal. Soon meetings would
be held with Delhiand Haryana.”

“FRIwould engage the Wildlife
Institute of India in coming days
todiscussthe stepsforrevival of
Yamuna's ecosystem,” he said.
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Dehradun: Forest Re-
search Institute has orga-
nized the one-day First

Consultation Meeting of

Uttarakhand on DPR
Preparation for Rejuve-
nation of Yamuna River
through Forestry Inter-

ventions" for the State of
Uttarakhand on 05 July
2019 at Convocation
Hall, FRI, Dehradun.
This meeting was orga-
nized under the project
sanctioned by ICFRE/
MoEFCC, Govt. India,

New Delhi. Experts from
IIT's, National Institute
of Hydrology, Indian

Institute of Remote
Sensing, Soil Conserva-

tion, State Forest De-
partment of Uttarakhand,
Pollution Control Board

and NGO's have partici-
pated in the meetingand
deliberated on the
project formulation &
implementation and
identify the opportuni-
ties & constraints to
make Yamuna clean.

At the outsetDr.
Dinesh Kumar, Scientist
G & Project Coordina-
tor welcomed the digni-
taries/stakeholdersand
he apprisedabout of the
project. Sh. A.S. Rawat,
Director,
FRIinformedparticipants
details about efforts to
be made in the
directionmaking Yamuna
clean.He also mentioned
about various polluting
activities around river
Yamuna.Sh. S.D.
Sharma, DDG (Re-
search), ICFRE told that
ICFRE has assigned task
of rejuvenation of 9 ma-
jor rivers of India by
performing various new

technologies by Govt.
of India. He told that
DPR of Yamuna Rejuve-
nation through Forestry
Interventions will be pre-
pared by March 2020.Sh.
Monish Mullick, IFS,
MD, UttarakhandForest
Development Corpora-
tion mentioned the de-
tails of forestry interven-
tion in preparation of
detail project report for
Yamuna and he also con-
veyed his best wishes for
the success of project.
Various experts explained
their views on cleaning
Yamuna in three techni-
cal sessions viz. Experi-
ences from Ganga Clean-
ing Efforts and Future
Possibilities, Forestry
Interventions, Commu-
nity ParticipationModels,
Stakeholder Consulta-
tion, Technology Usage
and Criterialdentification
of GIS layers and panel
discussion.
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FRI holds consultations on cleaning Yamuna through forestry

PNS ® DEHRADUN

he Forest Research Institute

(FRI) held a day-long first
consultation meeting of
Uttarakhand on detailed pro-
ject report preparation for reju-
venation of Yamuna river
through forestry interventions
for the State of Uttarakhand on
Friday. This meeting was
organised under the project
sanctioned by Indian Council
of Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE), Ministry
of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change.

Experts from Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs),
National Institute of Hydrology,
Indian Institute of Remote
Sensing, Indian Institute of
Soil and Water Conservation,

State Forest Department of
Uttarakhand, Uttarakhand
Environment Protection and
Pollution Control Board and
NGOs participated in the
meeting and deliberated on the
project formulation, imple-
mentation and identification of
the opportunities and con-
straints in making the Yamuna
clean.

Addressing the gathering,
the FRI director AS Rawat
informed the participants
about efforts to be made in the
direction of making the
Yamuna clean. He also spoke
about the various polluting
activities around the Yamuna
river.

Speaking at the meet, the
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ICFRE deputy director general
(Research) SD Sharma informed
that the council had been
assigned task of rejuvenation of
nine major rivers of India by
incorporating various new tech-
nologies by the Government of
India. He said that the detailed

project report of Yamuna reju-
venation through forestry inter-
ventions will be prepared by
March 2020. Addressing the
gathering, Uttarakhand Forest
Development Corporation
managing director Monish
Mullick mentioned the details

of forestry interventions in
preparation of the detailed pro-
ject report for Yamuna.
Various experts expressed
their views on cleaning
Yamuna in the technical ses-
sions. These technical sessions
were held on experiences from

g e

'OPR PREPARATION FOR
YAMUNA RIVER THR(
INTERVEN

Ganga cleaning efforts and
future possibilities, forestry
interventions, community par-
ticipation models, stakeholder
consultation, technology usage
and criteria identification of
GIS layers in addition to a
panel discussion.
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FRI In Dehradun to
revwe ‘almost dead’
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Yamuna by 2025

Shwani.Azad@tlmesgroup com

Haridwar: After Namam1
Gange in 2014, the Union gov-

ernment has now set its

'sightson cleaningthe Yamu-

g e g -~
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na. The Forest Research In-
stitute (FRI) in Dehradun
has been tasked with reviv-

ing the river that once

brimmed with life but is
practically dead now. FRI
scientists — who aim to re-
vive the river by 2025 — told

TOI on Friday that the big-

gest challenge would be to
give it a facelift in Delhi and
Haryana where it 1s contam-
inated with raw sewage and
toxic waste. -

The Yamuna originates

from the Yamunotri glacier.

With its total flow length of
1,376 km, it travels through a
number of historical cities
including Allahabad where
itmerges intothe Ganga. Ex-

. perts said that the river was

in its “most severe state” in
the national capital and ad-

. joining areas and reviving

its water quality and quanti-
ty would be a major chal-
lenge. After a preliminary
survey, a technical team has

earmarked a500km segment

of the river that runs from
Delhi to UP and passes via

: 'Haryana as the area of
. prime focus and attention.

. Dinesh Kumar, a senior
o smentlst at FR], said, “The

lenging would be
the 92 km patch of Yamuna
that runs from Wazirabad
Barrage to Okhla Barragein
Delhi where the river has
been reduced to adrain. The

stretch of the river from Ok-

---------

A B Rawat, director

pressure and
pressure from
firrigation had
pushed the river
into its present
state '

- hlaBarrage to Chambal con-

fluence in UP is devoid of ox-

. ygen, rendering the river

dead, and would be another
challenge to overcome.” :
Director of FRI, A S Ra-_ :
wat, said that anthropologi-
cal pressure and pressure
from irrigation had pushed
the river into its present
state. “Since independence,
the population in the Yamu-
nabasin has increased by 3.5
times. Currently, the irrigat-
ed area in the basin is twice
of what it was in 1950.” :
~ Pollution control boards :
of respective states would :
work in tandem with the
FRI. The action plan has di-
vided Yamuna into five seg-
ments: 172km-long ‘Hima-
layan segment’ from Yamu-
notri glacier in Uttarkashi :
to Tajewala Barrage; a :
224km-long ‘upper segment’ :
from Tajewala to Wazirabad :

Barrage; 22km-long ‘Delhl

segment’ from Wazirabad
Barrage to Okhla Barrage; a

490km-long ‘eutriphicated

segment’ from Okhla bar- :
rageto Chambal confluence; :

and a 468km-long ‘diluted :

segment’ from Chambal :
confluence to Ganga con- E

fluence.
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