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Finishing wooden interiors judiciously

We all like to have a good look for the wooden products in our
houses, offices etc. Be it the kitchen cabinet, the sofa set in the drawing
room, the table and chairs in the dining room, the furniture and paneling in
the conference room, everyone wants a good appearance for all these
items. The appearance is usually contributed by the wood one uses as
well as the polish the polisher has applied oniit.

Why to polish wood surfaces?

 Polish protects the surface from abrasives, dust etc and
provides a cleanable surface

e A polish provides dimensional stability to the product by
countering exchange of moisture with the surroundings

e Polish gives an appearance of the user's choice

Unfortunately, the polishers and the users are usually concerned
only with the last mentioned advantage of polishing. Many seldom knows
about the existence of the second advantage which is the key to success
in terms of dimensional stability of the wood productin use

Many of the polishers advice the use of shellac polish or lacquer
for getting a good shiny surface for the product. Such shiny surfaces are
seldom able to achieve the second objective mentioned above of
polishing. More importantly, the performance of any polish depends also
on the substrate (the wood species) on which the polish is applied to a
great extent.

FRI initiated a study on how many numbers of coatings will be
needed for moisture protection for shisham and mango wood if they are
polished with the popular Shellac polish or the more recent commercial
Poly Urethane varnish. The significant observations for users are:

> Poly Urethane varnish is much better in blocking moisture
and giving a shiny look to the surfaces of both species
compared to the shellac polish

» The first three coats of shellac are practically not capable of
controlling the entry of moisture into either species

> Lesser numbers of coats of Poly Urethane provide better
moisture protection to both the species than that with even
six coats of shellac polish

> If one is opting for shellac polishing in high humid areas like
bathrooms, near the kitchen sink one should go for at least
six coats

> However, it is better to opt for the more efficient PU where
three coats will provide protection

> On the other hand, if the product is being used in non-humid
areas and a high shiny surface is not required, 3-4 coatings of
shellac polish can also be used successfully

> The Moisture Repelling property of a polished wood surface
is a combined effect of the permeability of the coating film
and the moisture uptake characteristics of the wood that is
being used

» Thus, the above results should not be generalized for all
wood species

For more information contact:

Head, Forest Products Division, FRI, Dehradun
Or by e-mail: krishna@icfre.org
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